
 

 
  

DIARY DATES 

November 2022 

Mon 14th 

Odd Socks Day (no 

donation required) 

 

Thurs 17th  

Gymnastics workshop 

– all classes 

 

Fri 18th  

BBC Children in Need 

Day (£1 donation in 

exchange for wearing 

spotty clothes) 

 

EYFS Bonfire 

(postponed from 7th 

Nov) 

 

Parent Forum Meeting 

(please let your class 

Parent Rep know your 

positive feedback or 

questions) 

 

Thurs 24th  

FoSG Dress Down Day 

– children to wear 

their own clothes in 

exchange for a bottle 

donation for the 

Festival of Light 

tombola 

 

Fri 25th 

Open Morning for 

Reception 2023/24 

Admissions 

 

Sun 27th  

Festival of Light – 

FoSG will be there too 

 

December 2022 

Thurs 1st  

09:15 Nativity Dress 

Rehearsal (YR) 

 

Our school calendar on 

the website has all of 

the important dates. 

11th November 2022 
We are back 

in full swing 

this term 

and it 

certainly 

feels 

autumnal. 

Please 

make sure 

your 

children have coats and warm 

clothing with them in school each 

day. Here is a beautiful autumn 

wild art piece that the children 

worked on one break time. 
 

Flood Update 

The initial 

works to fix 

the 

damage 

caused by 

the flood in 

Voles should begin next week. We 

have been busy behind the scenes 

preparing Voles for the works.  
 

Thank you to our lovely Rabbits, 

seen here in the Learning Support 

Room. Both children and staff 

have adapted wonderfully to their 

new temporary classroom.  
 

Voles are also showing great 

adaptability and are making 

excellent use of the Rabbits 

classroom and Year 1 outdoor 

learning environment.   
 

This arrangement will remain in 

place for the next few weeks while 

the works are completed.  
 

Thank you also to staff who have 

helped support the recent 

challenges. 
 

Odd Socks & Children in Need 

Odd Socks Day  

On Monday we are 

inviting children and 

staff to wear odd socks in support 

of, and to raise awareness of, 

Anti-Bullying Week. The message 

is that is it good to celebrate our 

individuality and uniqueness.  

 

BBC Children in Need Day 

Next Friday is BBC 

Children in Need 

Day. We are inviting 

children and staff to 

wear spotty clothing 

(outfits, socks, hairbands or even 

just stickers) in exchange for a 

suggested £1 donation). 
 

The children are also welcome to 

complete a ‘spotacular’ doodle on 

the attached form to bring in and 

share with their friends on Friday. 
 

Litter Picking Heroes! 

Last Saturday this intrepid team 

of litter picking heroes helped 

collect rubbish to be recycled and 

disposed in our bid to ‘Keep Berko 

Clean’. A massive thank you to all 

the children, parents and staff 

that came along. What a 

wonderful community we have! 

 

https://www.swinggate.herts.sch.uk/key-information/calendar
https://www.swinggate.herts.sch.uk/key-information/calendar


 

 
  

Pause for thought 
“Try to be a rainbow  

in someone else’s cloud.” 

Maya Angelou, author 

 

Christmas at school 

We will be sending out information to you next 

week outlining our Christmas plans including 

performances and ticketing. 
 

Christmas Dinner Day 

We will also be sending a Google form for you 

to complete your child’s choice for their lunch 

on Christmas Dinner (Tuesday 20th 

December). We encourage all the children to 

try the lunch even if some may choose to bring 

in a home provided packed lunch as a backup 

too. Please note there will not be a yellow/roll 

option on that day. 
 

Open Morning 

Our next Open Morning takes place on Friday 

25th November at 09:30 for Reception 2023/24 

admissions. If you, or someone you know, has 

a child due to start Reception next September 

and would like to reserve a place, contact the 

office to book. More information can be found 

on our admissions pages of our website. 

 

We would be grateful if anyone is able to put 

up some of our open morning posters around 

town. Please pop to the office to collect some 

if you are able to. 

 

Vaccination Visit 

Last week, Vaccination UK administered nasal 

flu vaccines to the Reception and Year 1 

children with completed parental consent. 

Unfortunately, owing to an IT error with their 

equipment, they did not have time to complete 

the vaccines for Year 2 children. They will be 

returning to school on Tuesday 6th December 

to complete these for Year 2 and any Reception 

or Year 1 children that were absent. 

 

If you had not completed the consent in time 

and would like your child to receive the vaccine 

in December, please see the attached letter 

that has the link to the online form. 

 

Parent Forum  

Next Friday we have our next Parent Forum 

Meeting. Please send any positive feedback 

and/or questions to your Parent Reps to share. 

The minutes of all previous meetings can be 

viewed on the school website. 

 

Little City Stay & Play Session 

Last Wednesday Little City came to school. We 

had a very well attended community toddler 

stay and play followed by 

sessions for all EYFS classes. 

The children had a great time 

exploring the different setups, 

here are some of our Voles 

enjoying their session.  

 

Author Visit  

We had an inspiring visit 

from author Ross 

Montgomery last Friday. 

Every class has a copy of 

his book to enjoy.  
 

School Learning 

In Voles, last week, the children used the 

Chromebooks and created fantastic 

representations of a volcano erupting. They 

used touchscreen input to select colours and 

make marks. Here are Evie and Sam’s efforts. 

 
 

mailto:admin@swinggate.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@swinggate.herts.sch.uk
https://www.swinggate.herts.sch.uk/admissions
https://www.swinggate.herts.sch.uk/parents/parent-forum


 

 
  

It has been a very busy 

couple of weeks for 

Reception. Last week they 

enjoyed exploring ‘Little City’ 

during their role play session 

and had an inspiring trip to 

the Berkhamsted Art Society 

Exhibition meeting and 

talking to 

the artists, showing super 

listening. It was wonderful 

to see the Owls children 

discussing and observing 

details in the artwork and 

picking out their favourite 

pieces of art. Linked to their 

literacy theme ‘The 

Gingerbread Man’ they 

baked their very own flapjacks. The children 

enjoyed weighing, cutting, 

pouring, mixing and 

spreading to make their 

flapjacks. They also showed 

great patience, taking turns 

with the equipment. 

 

Owls also have learnt how to 

safely use a balance bike 

practising their dinosaur and 

frog legs. 

 

Year 1 began their exploration of dance during 

a PE lesson in the hall 

dancing to Katy Perry’s 

fireworks. Their 

energy was amazing! 

Here are Hedgehogs 

taking part.  

 

Year 2 are learning 

about The Great Fire of 

London which started 

in a bakery on Pudding 

Lane in London, 2nd 

September 1666. As 

part of their topic this 

half term 'All Fired Up', 

the children have been 

mixing colours to 

create a fire scene. 

They have drawn and 

cut out silhouettes of 

the London skyline to create their own fire 

pictures. 
 

Curriculum Corner 
 

Maths mastery for all! 

Part-Whole Models 

When learning mathematics at Swing Gate 

School, the children develop a conceptual 

understanding through the Concrete, Pictorial 

and Abstract (CPA) approach where children 

handle physical resources, use pictorial 

representations and record using traditional 

abstract numbers and symbols. To help you 

understand this approach, we will explore 

some of the key pieces of equipment and 

representations that we use at school. This 

week, we are looking at part-whole models. 
 

The part-whole model demonstrates how 

numbers can be split into parts.  The children 

can begin by exploring how to partition (split) 

a group of physical objects into different parts. 

They can then progress to writing numbers to 

represent the parts and whole. This is an 

effective way to explore number bonds and to 

establish connections between addition and 

subtraction facts. 

 

At home, you could share food in different 

ways between bowls or plates. Children could 

use small world characters and move their toys 



 

 
  

between different ‘boats’ or ‘cars’. Tell stories 

to explore the concept, for example, “There 

are seven toys waiting to go on the boats. Five 

toys get on the big boat. Let’s count how many 

toys are left to go on the small boat…” 

 

Friends of Swing Gate 

Well done to everyone who entered this year’s 

Pumpkin Carving Competition. There were so 

many imaginative ideas! Mrs Gallagher was 

very impressed by all the entries and every 

child that took part should feel proud. At 

Monday’s assembly, the three winners were 

announced, as follows: 

1st prize – Iona in Hedgehogs 

2nd prize – Amelia in Owls 

3rd prize – Sam in Voles 

 

All three winners were awarded Halloween 

medals and you can see the pictures of their 

creations here. 

The competition raised £100 for the school. 

The FoSG thanks everyone who donated. 

 

Rotary Shoebox Appeal 

This year, we will be taking part in the 

Berkhamsted Rotary Shoebox Appeal. The 

boxes ready for families to fill are due to be 

delivered next week. Further information on 

what is involved will be sent once we have 

received it from the Rotary Club. 

 

Harvest Festival Donations 

A message from 

The Hope Food 

Bank: 

We just wanted 

to say a really 

HUGE thank you 

for donating 

your Harvest Festival items to The Hope Food 

Bank@Kings Road Church. Please do pass on 

our grateful thanks to your pupils and their 

families for their incredible generosity in 

supporting those in food poverty across town. 

Eight Berkhamsted Schools collaborated with 

us this year and we collected an incredible total 

of £3,249 worth of food! So, thank you again 

for playing your part in helping us to help those 

in need in our community. 

 

We are also working on a collaboration to 

become a community food bank donation point 

for The Hope Food Bank and will update you 

once we are able to start receiving donations. 
 

Tring Book Festival 

Calling all ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ fans! Are you 

ready to rock? Join Jeff Kinney for ‘The Diper 

Överlöde Show,’ an in-person rock concert 

featuring Rodrick Heffley’s band, Löded Diper. 

Jeff will MC the entertaining show that will 

feature performances from Löded Diper, as 

well as opportunities for concert goers to show 

off their singing, dancing, and musical talents 

onstage! It takes place on Wednesday 16th 

November in The Desborough Hall at Tring 

School. Doors open at 16:15 and the event 

begins at 17:00. NB this event is for children 

aged seven and up. Click here for tickets and 

further information.  

 

Slip into Slippers 

Age UK have thanked us for our 

generosity in helping them raise 

valuable funds to support those 

in need this winter. 

 

Wellbeing in Action 

Would you like to join our Wellbeing 

Committee?  

Meetings are held before school or during the 

school day and can be virtual or in person. If 

you are interested please contact Mrs 

Hardwick via the school office email. 

https://www.tringbookfestival.co.uk/venues/desborough-hall/diary-wimpy-kid-diper-overlode-show
mailto:admin@swinggate.hert.sch.uk


 

 
  

Healthy Eating 

Warm honey vanilla milk 

Ingredients 

 1 cup of milk 

 1 tbsp organic honey 

 1 tsp pure vanilla 

extract 

 ½ tsp ground 

cinnamon. 
 

Method 

1. Pour the milk into a mug. 

2. Heat on high for 1-2 minutes till warm 

and frothy. 

3. Stir in vanilla and honey- 

4. Sprinkle cinnamon on top. 

5. When cool enough - drink! 

 

Mindfulness 

Have a go at a Winter Breathing Break. Click 

on the link and follow the video tutorial. 

 

Social media 

Swing Gate School is on Facebook and Twitter, 

if you have an account why not follow us to 

keep up to date with our news. You can find us 

on Facebook @swinggateschool and on Twitter 

@SwingGateSchool 

 

Reminder of the class emails: 

 voles-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk 

 owls-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk 

 squirrels-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk 

 hedgehogs-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk 

 rabbits-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk 

 badgers-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk 

 foxes-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally… 

At the recent Headteacher Conference, I was 

fortunate to hear Floella 

Benjamin give the key note 

speak and talk about her 

passion for the rights of all 

children, their education 

and welfare. For 20 years 

she campaigned for a 

Minister for children which 

came to fruition in 2003. 

She also worked tirelessly 

for diversity in children’s books and in the 

media.  

 

In our school library 

we have a display of 

children’s cross 

curricular work 

based on Floella’s 

book, ‘Coming to 

England’. I shared 

the photo of it with her and in turn she let me 

take a photo of her and Humpty (you need to 

be old enough to remember him); which we 

will add to the display. 

 

Recently, we have often heard the words 

unprecedented times, but this week was truly 

unprecedented. Sunday evening, within one 

hour exactly, all four members of the Senior 

Leadership Team (SLT) tested positive to 

Covid. What makes this more unusual is that 

SLT don’t even work the same days! However, 

what makes me feel so proud is how the staff 

pulled together, offered to work additional 

hours, sorted cover and worked tirelessly 

behind the scenes to make the experience for 

children as wonderful as ever.  

 

Thank you to all!    

Francesca Gallagher (Mrs) 

 Headteacher 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIdounXOt-w-
https://www.facebook.com/swinggateschool/
https://twitter.com/SwingGateSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/SwingGateSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
mailto:voles-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk
mailto:owls-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk
mailto:squirrels-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk
mailto:hedgehogs-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk
mailto:rabbits-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk
mailto:badgers-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk
mailto:foxes-teacher@swinggate.herts.sch.uk

